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Rosa Dominga Trapasso*

With only two years remaining in this millennium, one becomes more critical of one's own life's work, commitments and desires.  Are we entering this new millennium with new paradigms, open to the unimaginable, or are we still weighted down with our comfortable but worn-out theories and slogans?

Will feminism and ecofeminism play a major role in forging a new planetary culture? I can't make predictions in the face of such a rapidly changing world, but I believe that in the last 30 years feminism had helped prepare the way for a new society.  I am convinced that feminism, as well as the ecological movement and other liberation movements, offer alluring answers to both the ecological crisis and to the bankruptcy of patriarchal ideology.

Moreover, we are seeing that these are not isolated movements, but concordant, interrelated ones based on similar perceptions.  They form part of an initial impulse toward new cultural visions that reach beyond social relations between men and women, the relationship between the human and the Earth and out-of-date economic and political relations. 

From an ego-centric to an eco-centric culture

In this context, I believe that feminism's fundamental contribution has been to unmask the dynamic of domination present throughout Western culture and to point out the connections that exist among all the varieties of oppression.

Feminist analysis of patriarchal domination and of dualism reached a new depth by raising up the connections between the domination and violence against women and the domination and destruction of the Earth. Feminism had to evolve toward ecofeminism to be consequent with its own analysis. Furthermore, ecofeminism will have a place in the next millennium in so far it becomes an effective tool for transforming patriarchal culture.

This will demand of ecofeminism—along with other social movements—that it take a political posture that challenges the economic globalization that has exacerbated the levels of domination.  This posture must also confront the greed of the market and the exclusion of millions of human beings from a decent way of life. It is imperative that ecological movements and ecofeminism identify with the socio-economic realities of our peoples.  In the face of the frightening ecological crisis in which we are immersed, ecofeminist and ecological movements from both the North and the South must denounce current runaway consumerism, the squandering of natural resources and unlimited "progress." They must foment lifestyles that urge us to let go of an ego-centric culture based on "individual rights" and invite us to a new way of being and of relating; they need to lure us from an ego-centric culture to an eco-centric one, where all the elements of the Earth, including we humans who form part of her, relate inter-dependently. 

It is no easy task to change from an egocentric society based on the superiority of "me," to an eco-centric society based on interrelation and interdependency.  We are programmed to have a vision of the world that insists on domination and rivalry between political powers and ethnic groups. We feel driven to individualism and to the supremacy of private property, so evident in the current neo-liberal ideology.  It is extremely difficult to let go of the idea that the Earth is some sort of storehouse of unending resources at our disposal.

Political, economic and spiritual implications

What are the ingredients needed to transform our egocentric perception to an eco-centric one?  Above all, it would require the cultivation of a planetary vision based upon recognizing ourselves as part of the Earth and as one more species in the community of life.  To recognize ourselves as part of the cosmos and of the Earth will bring about a new human awareness that will allow us to identify with the whole.  New social relationships will be born that respect the diversity of life, thus overcoming all manifestation of domination.

Politically, this means we must overcome narrow nationalisms and concepts of state supremacy based on military security.  A political vision demands a new understanding of power based on the primacy of the planet, the environment and living beings. It means establishing pluralistic societies that respect ethnic groups and the identities of peoples. 

Economically, it means we must eradicate the myth of the value of development and of unlimited progress.  We must reject the idolatry of profit and consecrate ourselves to the primacy of the totality of the universe, the common space of all.

Spiritually, it means we must overcome the dualism of good and evil and a theology marked by personal salvation.  In its place we need to celebrate creation as a sacred process where all is penetrated with divinity.  Our determination to preserve and respect the Earth must be inspired by the perception of the sacred dimension of all that creation.  Only when we recognize ourselves as part of the totality of the cosmos and perceive that all creation is sacred, can we really understand God/dess' covenant with humanity and with the Earth.  Only then can we embrace the view of the cosmos as the body of God/dess. 

A new age in the planet's evolution

A phrase by Buddhist ecologist Joanna Macy has deeply touched me:  "A change or mutation in our identity becomes a building block and a resource for an increase in energy and commitment."  When I see myself as "woman"—from Rosa Dominga, religious, to Rosa Dominga religious and woman—I experience a new physical and spiritual energy.  This new perception of myself makes me feel in solidarity and united with all the rest of the women around me, and with the women of the whole world—which at the same time brings gives me a new surge of energy that translates into courage, resistance and wisdom. What Macy calls "grace" is that empowerment to act on behalf of other humans, trees and rivers, to feel the extension of one's identity beyond that of "me." 

I believe we are at a major turning point in our understanding of our identity, of who we really are.  My personal, individual identity is not my whole truth.  I sense in myself a new consciousness, that of my ecological self, connected to all of creation, inter-related and inter-dependent with all humans.  In moving from my personal identity to my ecological self I discover this extraordinary potential of empowerment that is part of each human being.  I realize that we are called to live our natural state of co-dependence.  Only when we recognize ourselves as part of the whole cosmos can we really understand the meaning of communion with our own species, with the Earth and with God/dess. And only then can we experience the Entire Cosmos as the Body of God/dess. 

Thomas Berry, a priest and prophet of the ecology movement, says that we are entering a new process in planetary evolution, a new historical age where humans will become aware of their true place in the Cosmos, as members of the Planetary Community and in harmony and inter-relationship with all. 

I feel a tremendous urgency in the face of these discoveries.  I feel urgency as I am confronted with the accumulation of so much destruction and harm—en many cases irreversible. I also feel an urgency coupled with a great anguish because I personally don't have that many years left and I will not be physically part of the next planetary age.  However, I console myself with the knowledge that the seeds of change will continue germinating new energy in all parts of the world and that everything contributes to this great task of building an eco-centric world. 

*Maryknoll Sister Rosa Dominga Trapasso has lived and worked in Peru for more than 50 years. She is a major voice in Latin America's feminist movement. 

Source: Con-spirando #23: Ecofeminismo: hallazgos, preguntas, provocaciones (marzo, 1998), pp. 32-34.
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