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I ask myself what "good news" really means for Latin American women today.  What do the words of Jesus—"the blind see, the lame walk and the captives are set free" –mean as visible signs of the presence of "the good news"? Who are those who begin to see, to walk and to free themselves from so many different kinds of prisons?  What new energy touches them and awakens in their own bodies so they can walk now with their head held high, extending a hand so that others can get up and walk as well? What is this "good news" that we always talk about from the perspective of our Christian tradition? What is this breath of energy, this something we can't define but so ardently hope for? What is this "news" that should come to alleviate our pain, fill our hearts with joy and make us dance to the music we hear in our bodies? Where does it come from? Who is going to announce it? Who will receive it and retell it?

The good news present in our history
It is not always easy to detect the "good news" if we consider the world scene with all its violence and injustices.  We only need to watch the news on TV or listen to the radio to know that the news of the day inevitably brings bad news. 

I think that the "good news" according to Christian tradition has to do with seeing those good, pleasurable things that reaffirm the beauty of life. The "good news" isn't static; it isn't a repeat of signs present in Jesus' day.  Rather, it is something that can be verified in the midst of every day's difficulties and sorrows. In the middle of the darkness and light of existence, in the midst of suffering and insecurity, something happens that is stimulating, that gives us hope that helps us to keep on going. "Good news" pops up like tiny rays of light that can illuminate the journey and show the beauty of life despite all its sorrow. Our eyes begin to see what we didn't see before; our footsteps become surer; we are able to speak out with greater clarity and strength. It is as if we were experiencing being sick in bed for a long time and suddenly we get up and begin to walk again.  The air is different, even though it seems to be the same air. 

I think it's important to understand that what we call "good news" is something present in our own history, even when it seems unrecognizable because of so much bad news. "Good news" reveals itself in many different ways.

On the one hand, the "good news" for us women is that we are advancing in our efforts to bring about new non-domineering gender relationships and in denouncing destructive patriarchal structures in our midst.  It is wonderful to see that in every part of the world the number of groups seeking alternative ways of relating between the sexes, with the Earth and with the Cosmos is multiplying. 
On the other hand, "good news" comes to us through unexpected happenings: something takes place that we were not expecting and all of a sudden the rhythm of life changes.  A friend arrives unexpectedly, we find a job after a long search, we share a delicious meal, a long-awaited letter arrives… We embrace this "good news" and we become "good news" in the form of a shared meal, a glass of wine, a hug, listening to a friend, a party, tenderness offered. The "good news" amid daily life is made up of often-imperceptible small things that raise our spirits and help us to once again embrace the world with compassion.

Good news born of oppression
Some things that happen to us appear to be "bad news" and at first glance, they certainly are.  But here I want to point out that evil, when it appears, actually gives us the opportunity to denounce and fight against it.  As women, we have always concretely struggled against historical evil. We defend ourselves against whatever appears as a threat against some aspect of life.  Looked at from this angle, women's struggles always began with a struggle against oppression, against something that was destroying their lives. Some examples of this include: the struggles for the right to vote, the right for equal pay, the right to freely express our opinions in public, the right to control our sexuality and reproductive cycle, the right to have our bodies respected, etc.  Thus, "good news" was born from situations we saw as inherently unjust— and in fighting against these situations, women's dignity, freedom and rights were advanced. Many times we are aware of the latent oppressions in our political, economic and religious systems, but we don't concern ourselves with them until some evil event or unjust situation triggers us into action.  This is especially true when people we love are involved.

Those sensitive to the issues of justice and human rights organize and raise their voices. Merciful hearts double their efforts to help the needy and those suffering injustice. "Good news" is strongly felt as solidarity, as open-ended organizing, as presence and friendship that extends both near and faraway. "Good news" both condemns and raises a prophetic voice; it organizes and announces a more just world. The "good news" momentum expands and brings in more and more people who discover that they are fighting for the same cause.  

Again, I want to underline the connection between historical events and all living things with the whole of human history.  That which we experience in one age as an evil and an injustice ignites the clamor for justice and sparks organized solidarity movements capable of moving once immovable forces.  And all this is "good news." 

Life's "mixtures"
The dualistic education we received has programmed us to clearly distinguish between good and evil.  Moreover, we are supposed to see the world as a place where good and evil are separated—and this gives us security. It also lets us avoid engaging in an analysis and in a greater commitment in the face of the complexity of our lives and our actions.  It lets us avoid getting our hands dirty and in some way makes us accomplices in the multiple destructive actions of our world. We can think of ourselves as good, pure, misunderstood martyrs or those who are always right.  This dualistic manner of judging human action is indeed simplistic.  It would seem that everything is resolved ahead of time. It would seem that some people pass judgment on others, using their own lives or beliefs as the barometer for truth.  We know how difficult it is for us—either personally or as a group—to avoid establishing criteria for judging historical events. Even more, we know how much greater this difficulty is when we are talking about "power." Those who have power are always right. Those who have power always give reasons for their way of thinking, their options and their domination. In the name of love, of justice and of God they have built many systems of domination throughout history!

I believe that today's "good news"—the "good news" that brings with it the unpredictability of existence—means profoundly embracing life's "mixtures." This "mixture" invites us to a greater solidarity, a greater humility, a greater compassion, a greater strength to shoulder the struggles we will be called upon to face. 

My friends insist it is necessary to radically distinguish between good and evil.  They point out that for us women, as well as for all humanity, patriarchy is evil; capitalism and violence are evil, etc.  Yes, I agree.  But in the midst of that which we call evil, in the midst of that which we judge to be oppressive or unjust, it is possible to take steps forward toward dignity.  The struggle for dignity does not begin at some neutral point outside historical conflict.  Moreover, dignity is not something won once and for all; it is a continuous process, a value that must always be sought.  The "good news" for the blind begins from their situation of not seeing; the "good news" for the lame begins with their inability to walk.  The "good news" for women begins with their personal or collective awakening to confront the different forms of oppression they are experiencing. Once more, we turn the spotlight on the extraordinary relationship between everything.  This more holistic perception of existence makes difficult quick judgments, simplistic analyses and attitudes of immediacy. 

The difficulty inherent in this more dialogical, inclusive posture lies in the fact that there are things that are clearly despicable for us and we can't imagine someone thinking differently.  Without a doubt there are things that are truly evil and we must reject them vehemently. Nevertheless, as I said before, our rejection of evil appears at a particular historical moment, when the evil erupts violently, almost irrationally.

At the end of the day, we have trouble practicing this new model of discernment, this new way of understanding human history.  We talk a lot about the new, about our dreams for equality, peace and justice, but we these dreams will come true only when we take concrete steps to bring them about. 

Journeys of sisterhood

The "good news" being proclaimed by many women's groups is that it is possible to break down the system of domination, to open spaces for dialogue and to bring about new life.  

At the same time, we know that there are also women's groups who appear to be repeating patriarchal behaviors. They produce the same forms of violence and domination in the name of women's liberation.  In the name of a search for autonomy, they break relations of solidarity, tenderness and compassion. 

 Protagonists of the "good news" then, are also subject to the same temptations that blind us all: the temptations to use violence, the temptation to reproduce the same oppressive system we are trying to overcome.  Sometimes we are so frustrated that there seems to be no other way out than returning to the ancient law of "an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth!"  The "good news" in this mindset does not become something that transforms; rather it becomes something that reproduces the same system.  It is difficult not to fall into the temptation of patriarchy; it is difficult not succumb to the same methods of social relationship transmitted by the system.  Where to go? What new doors to knock on? Which new divinities to invoke? What new analysis to introduce? What new steps to take? 

There are no prefabricated answers… There are only some small paths that open along the way.  These are the paths of sisterhood.  The sisterhood we need is that which helps us to discover together new roads, which are often indirect paths winding between rows of sugarcane, corn and wheat.  They are unofficial paths, those taken by people on the margin of society…. This sisterhood goes about discovering paths that ridicule the powerful and the violent in order to lay bare the fragility of their pretensions, to be able to laugh at their arguments. This is the sisterhood of the catacombs, of the prisons, of the concentration camps, of the witches, of the poets… This sisterhood is the same one that existed in the past, the same one that sustained so many groups who fought for justice, equality, freedom, for the "good news" called by so many names. 

This "good news sisterhood" is in the midst of us—alive, acting, present, always alert, passionate.  This sisterhood of faith is always capable of whispering in the ears of each and every sister and brother, "It is dark, but I sing."

*Ivone Gebara is a Brazilian ecofeminist theologian.
Source: Con-spirando # 13: Buena nueva, Buenas nuevas (septiembre, 1995), pp. 10-14.      
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